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Sir, 

Richard Owen’s article (inserted below) brought back many memories related to my findings on 6 October 2000 when I was allowed to examine the ancient pilgrim book No. 282 at the Venerable English College in Rome. There I found - to my greatest surprise - three pseudonyms apparently of Shakespeare all referring to his hometown Stratford: “Arthurus Stratfordus Wigorniensus”, 1585 (“Arthur [from] Stratford [in the] Diocese of Worcester”), “Shfordus Cestrensis”, 1587 (probably a combination of “Shakespeare” and “Stratfordus”) and “Gulielmus Clerkue Stratfordiensis”, 1589 (“William, secretary from Stratford”). The conspicuous pseudonym “Stratfordus” (and its variations) were only used during Shakespeare's “lost years” (1585-92) - with just one exception. The poet seems to have made use of the pseudonym again in October 1613 when he apparently went to Rome once more - after he had finished his brilliant career as a playwright in London and had purchased an old gatehouse in Blackfriars (which served as the secret meeting point for fugitive Catholic priests). This time the entry in the pilgrim book reads: “Ricardus Stratfordus”. “Richard” was the Christian name of Shakespeare’s brother who had died only six months earlier. Significantly, the pilgrim book, which covers the period from 1580 to 1656, contains no further entries of the pseudonym or its variations for any of the other years. For further details on these findings and other new (external) evidence for Shakespeare’s Catholicism see my book Die verborgene Existenz des William Shakespeare (The Hidden Life of William Shakespeare) (2001) and my Shakespeare biography The Life and Times of William Shakespeare (2007, German ed. 2003).
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